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High Stakes for an 

Accreditation Site Visit 



Objectives
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·How to prepare for an accreditation site 

visit under the new standards

·Preparing your students, faculty, and 

administrators for the site visit

·Working with your Referee and Team 

Captain prior to the site visit

·Planning ahead to ensure participation 

by key individuals



Objectives
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·Gathering and organizing essential 

documentation

·Review the NBRC School Score 

Reports

·Interpret the results of the school score 

reports for use in revising curriculum to 

improve exam scores



History of Essentials/Standards
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·Initially adopted in 1962

·Revisions in 1972, 1977, 1986, 2000, 

2003, 2010, and 2015

(JRCRTE in 1970; CoARC in 1997)



The Revision Process
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·The ongoing review of the Standards will 

occur as needed, but no less than every 

five (5) years.

·Programs with self-studies due on or after 

November 1, 2015 are required to 

demonstrate compliance with the 2015 

Standards.



General Changes
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·A number of Standards have been eliminated or 

combined with existing Standards resulting in a 

lower total number of Standards;

·Evidences of Compliance have been revised and 

made more applicable to measuring compliance 

with the relevant Standards;

·Interpretive Guidelines have been revised and are 

now embedded in the Standards document.



Standard I ïProgram 

Administration and Sponsorship 
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·Institutional Accreditation

·Consortium

·Sponsor Responsibilities

·Program Location

·Substantive Changes 

·Affiliate Agreements



Standard II ïInstitutional and 

Personnel Resources
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·Institutional Resources

·Personnel Resources

·Key Program Personnel

·Program Director

·Director of Clinical Education

·Medical Director

·Instructional Faculty (sleep and satellite)

·Administrative and Support Staff

·Assessment of Program Resources



Standard III ïProgram Goals, 

Outcomes, and Assessment
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·Statement of Program Goals

·Assessment of Program Goals

·Assessment of Program Resources

·Student Evaluation

·Assessment of Program Outcomes

·Reporting Program Outcomes

·Clinical Site Evaluation 



Goal Statement
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Entry versus advanced

practitioner programs



Standard IVïCurriculum
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·Minimum Course Content

·Core Competencies

·Length of Study

·Equivalency

·Clinical Practice



Significant Changes to Standard IV
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·CoARC will continue its outcomes-centered 

approach to the accreditation review process;

·Given the significant shifts to a competency-based 

approach to accreditation, revisions in the 2015 

Standards reflect an increased emphasis on 

student learning outcomes that focus on the 

competencies and attainment levels reached by 

respiratory care students upon completion of their 

first professional degree program.



Standard VïFair Practices and 

Recordkeeping
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·Disclosure

·Public Information on Program Outcomes

·Non-discriminatory Practice

·Safeguards

·Academic Guidance

·Student and Program Records 



Site Visit Process
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